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ZZI|N Two former Papers I 


Addreſſing to Magiſtrates , 


: of ſome Methods for Suppreſ- 
fi ing Vice and Prophaneneſs ; and, it they 


could not propoſe letter and more eſfectual 


| Methods, than thoſe a/ready purſued by the 


So cIETIES for R:jormation of Muzners, I 
was in hope of prevailing with Some, at 
leaſt, to fall in with and aſſiſt boſe Societies 


in their brave and laudable Attempts. 


Ido not yet find any new Meaſures ſo much 


as offered; nor have I met with any Objecti- 
ons againſt Thoſe which are taken, but what 
will he againit 40 Reforming Endeavours 


whatſoever, where legal Proſecutions are 


A 3 made 


have taken tne Liberty of 


and to the Clergy, that 1 
might engage them to think 
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3 du ADDRESS to 

made neceſlary. And it is an intolerable 
Impeachment of the Wiſdom of the Leg/ſta- 
ture, to ſuppoſe, that ſo mary Laws are 
made for puniſhing Immoralities, but that 
no Men are to be Encouraged, who would 
ſet themſelves to take care of the Execution 


of ſuch Laws: 


cutors ; without ſome to give Evidence, 


and others to give Countenance to them in 
ſo doing? „ 


I was ambiticus £/t to gain the fayorrable 


Regards of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, who 
have peculiar Advantages by their diſtinu- 
guiſbed Merit, and publick Influence, to 
promote the Common Good: Ir is zew my 
Concern, to make People of all Ranks ſen- 


fible, of the Need there is for their Con- 


currence and Help, to reform a vicious 

Age. I hav: rcaſon to believe that what 1 
have written before, was not altogether 
without Acceptance and Succeſs: And 
therefore, I promiſe my ſelf, that the 
Freedom I ſhall now uſe in this more gene- 
ral Addreſs, will be of ſome Service. 155 
ITjhe glorious, but difficult Undertaking, 


requires 21l Hands at work, and every one 


to bear his Part. The Body Politick, like 


the Natural Body, conſiſts of various Mem- 


bers; and tho' ſome are more noble and 


excellent, like the Head and Eyes, to go- 


yern and direct; yet there is need of the 

leſs noble and meancr Parts, like the Hands 
and the Feet, to act and execute: In the 

_ Apollle's beautiful Alluſion; The Body is not 
V | g 92 


If Criminals are to be 
pruned, they muſt be conviffed ; And how 
| ſhall that be, without Contributors and Proſe- 
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one Member, but many ; the Eye cannot ſay to 
the Head, I have no need of the; nor the 
Head to the Feet, I have no need of you And 
thoſe Members of the Body which ſeem to be 
feeble, are neceſſary, 1 Cor. xii, 21. 

I ſhall conſider the Body of the People, 
according to their different Circumſtances of 
Life, and Capacities of Service; and the 
different Purpoſes and Ends they are capable 
of ſerving in the Buſineſs of Reformation. 

Ic would be a fi ingular Advantage, if 
Perſons of noble Birth and Condition, would 
countenance the Gentlemen concerned in this 
Honourable Attempt, by ſpeaking Well of 
the Deſign, and Kindly to Thoſe engaged in 
it: Repreſenting it favourably upou proper 
Occaſions to our gracious Sovereign; and 

frowning upon thoſe who would reproach 
and ridicule it. And, with all Deference 
to your ſuperior Rank; to give Countenance 
to real Virtue and its zealous Friends, is 
no diſhonour to the higheſt Character; nor 
would it ſully the Glory, or ſink the Digni- 
ty of the greateſt Perſonage. No, it would 
add an Ornament to Majeſty it ſelf; and 
give a Luſtre to all the Streams which flow 
from that Fountain of Hondur. There is 
not a more glorious Character in all the 
Heathen Hiſtory, than that of the Roman 
denator, Cato. And what is it that has 
rais d him to ſuch diſtinguiſhed Fame, but 
the ſevere Viriue of his own Conduct, and his 
great Concern to make his Fellou-Citixens 
Virtuous. If this was the Way of fixing a 
laſting Renown to the Character of an 
Heathen Scnator, cau it be a Diſgrace to a 

| Ch. n 
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6 An AbDpRESsS to 
Cbriſtian Nobleman to take the ſame Courſe? 


It would exalt the Character, and 1mprove 
the Eſteem of thoſe of the mo? ſhining Qua- 
lities, and conſpicuous Meri:, among the 
beſt Part of Mankind. Let the Soctt riks 
have your Smiles, and their Enemies your 
Frowns, and tis not to be imagined how 
great Encouragement, at ſo eaſy an Expence, 


would be given to one of the nobleſt De- 


ſigns in the World. It would put new Life 


into it, and make it revive at the laſt Galp: 
It would give new Vigour and Strength 


to the Cauſe of lanzuiſhing Virrue ; and it 


would abate the Jaſolerice, at leaſt, of Vice, 
This was a Sentiment of Honour obvious 


to a Heathen Poet, 


Nobilita ſola eſt atque unica Virtus + 


| If Men of Quality would favour he Db. 
fon, it would open an eaſier Way for Men 
of Wealth and Subſtance to ſupport the Ex- 
pence of it. There is a violent Inclination 
to be in the Faſhion: And what a Luſtre 
would it give to your Honour in all other 
Reſpects, ſhould it be made faſhionable a- 
 mong us by your means, to appear openly 
the Friends of Virtue and Religion, and 
| Enemies to Profaneneſs and Vice? 
They who by the peculiar Favour of a 
kind Providence, are bleſs'd with plentiful . 
Fortunes, are under particular Obligations 
to lay © out the Gifts of Divine * in 
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the Service of Virtue, and to ſupport the 
Intereſt of Religion in the World. You 
can't Le inſenſible of the chargeable Proſe- 
cutions of the molt ſcandalous Wickedneſs, 
where there is Money to delay the Tryal, 
and Cunning to evade the Laws. The 
* Contenders for Virtue are often obliged to 
defend themſelves, at conſiderable Coſt, from 
malicious Suits ; they are at a large Ex- 
pence to ſpread »{e}:l Bok: and publick Ac- 
counts of their Proceedings, and to keep 
proper Servants for the ſeveral Purpoſes of 
the Society. And can you think it reaſon- 
able, that ſo great a Burden ſhould always 
lic on the Generous Few, who firſt liſted 


Themſelves in this difficult Service? Would | 


you have them deſpair and fink under Diſ- 
couragement at laſt, and leave raging Wick- 
edneſs to ſhow its Head every where, and 
ſtalk, and brave it about, uncontrouled ? 
Have you no Concern to preſerve the few. 
Leavings of Virtue and Piety among Us; 
or will you grudge the xceſſary Expence of 
it? Is not Vice the moſt expenſive Thing 
you can maintain, and does any Thing 
make a greater Waſte of Eſtates collected 
with Induſtry and Care, then when 'tis fa- 
ſhionable for the Heir of a Family to be a 
| Rake, and the Daughters, Ladies of Plea- 
ſure? Are not the lewd Diverſions of the 
Town the greateſt Devourers of your 
Wealth? And have They any Concern for 
Virtue or the publick Good, who will 
ſpare Nothing out of their great Abund- 
ance to ſupport a Deſign, which would re- 
trench ſuch ſhameful Expences, and pre- 
125 h — 
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8 An ADDRESS to 
ſerre the Morals of thoſe about them 


too? 


How many are there who enjoy good 
Eſtates, by the Bleſſing of that Peace and 


Order which they think much to be at 


the Charge of maintaining ? To prevail 
with ſuch, to contribute towards others 


Reformation, is a Work of as much 
Difficulty as the Reformation it ſelf : Tis 
ſcarce a greater Hardſhip to perſwade ſome 


Men to part with their Pices, than others 
with their Money. They look as if you 


came to Ruin them, when you ask them 


for ſomething for io good a Purpoſe. I 
wiſh they would be bronght to reflect on 


the Unreaſonablencſs of ſuch a Conduct. 


Bur indeed it is the Caſe of too many to 


be ſo Vicious themſelves, as to ſpend Vee 


ry great Incomet, and ſometimes their whole 


Eſtates, in the moſt criminal and diſorder- 
ly Manner. Such have nothing to give to- 


wards the Reforming of others, becauſe they 
have nothing to ſpare from their own Voices. 


While they reſolve to indulge themſelves at 
any Expence, they will never be at any 


Charge to lay Reſtraints upon others. And 


yer, if there be not ſome Reſtraiats laid on 
_ "Thoſe, who are ſc upon Vice without hav- 
ing Eſtates to feed it; the Rich vicious 
Man may poſſibly be couſened, or plunder - 
cd, or ſome Way or other made a Prey to 
the Vices of the 7:digent, before he is a- 
Ware. Ind tor this Reaſon even they who 
Ive in ſm: Vices themſelves, yet ſhould 
le willing to contribute toward a Reſtrain- 
ing thoſe Vices in ſuch as are about them, 
Rc ES Coos BE Eb, 5 obs 8 Which 
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which threaten Injury to their own Perſons, 
Families, or Eſtates. 
There is one Sort of wealthy Perſons, that 
methinks, ſtand peculiarly obliged to fall in 
with, and are even indebted to this Un- 
dertaking of the Societies for Reformation : 
Where any have got their Money by their 
own or others Vices, this is one Way of mak- 


ing a ſort of Reftitution to the Publick. To | 


contribute towards a general Reformation, 
is an improving to the nobleſt Uſe the 
Wages of Unrighteonſaeſs, or the Gain of Op- 
preſ/0n. _ „„ %% ry N 
Hhut then, on the other Hand, if you hare 
raiſed your Fortune under the Protection of 
2 crrmuous Regularity, the Obligation to ſome 
Contributions is as ſtrong from Gratitude. 
It Society had become what it might have 
been, for any thing they care who do nothing 
oo prevent it, you had not now been Ma- 
{ters of what you have: All would have 
been a Prey to the ſtrongeſt Invader, or 
the melt artful Trickſte rt 
And this I muſt ſay to 47 Men of Sub- 
ſtance, that however you got what you 
hare, I am ſure you could not keep it long, 
or exjoy it with Comfort, if it were not for 
Reſtraints upon the Sons of Rior and Niolence. 
They would in a little Time grow too 
| boiſterous to let you Brood over your Stores, 
or Bask in your pleaſurcable Enjoy mente? 
If all the World were unconcerned, and 
ſtood off from the Expence which muſt at- 
tend Attempts for a Reformation; Vice 
and Wickedneſs would ſoon tcar ro . 
whe e B += 
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10 An ADDRESS 70 
and deſtroy every thing that flood in the 


It would be fit to conſider, how far 750 
are anſwerable for that Immorality and 
Profaneneſs, that Drunkenneſs, Swearing, 


and Sabbath-breaking ; Thoſe many Ruins 


of Body and Soul, with all rhe Conſequen- 


ces of the Growth of Wickedneſs; I ſay, 


how far They are anſwerable for them, who 


do Nothing towards preventing them. The 
wealthy Man has it in his Power to doa 


great deal, upon eaſſer Terms than ſubmitting 


to the Drudgery which others will be wib 
ling to undergo. A Tearly Subſcription from 
ſuch might prove as ſerviceable, as the 
daily Attendances of others. There are Peo- 
ple who wiſh well to the Reformation, aud 
tell you they pray for its Succeſs ; but not 
aà Penny will they give towards it. Where. 
as tis certain the beſt Laws in the World 
can never execute themſelves. All the Er 
ating Clauſcs in the Statute-Book, all the 
Pomp of Authority in Parchment only, can- 
not make our At, of Parliament like En- 
gines, play of themſelves. No more will 
good Words bear the Charges of Proſecu · 
tions. The Reformation will have but few 
Advocates, if it muſt be left to plead in 
Forma Pauperis. Starve this Cauſe as ſoon 
as you will, and the miſerable Conſequen- 
ces will zzvolve you and your Poſterity. 
And it may hereafter be ſaid over our Ru 


ins, that we deſtroy d our ſelves to ſave 


Charges: And Heaven may juſtly pro- 
nounce over Us, Let him who is filthy le 5 | 


th full, 
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If while theſe Societies oppoſe their 


| whole Force, and united Strength, backed 
with the Authority of Publick Laws, it 1s 


as much as they can do to make an honour- 


able Stand, and prevent the moſt vile and 


ſhocking Inſtances of Open Wickedneſs ; if 


-dalved Sinners, who are a National Nui- 
ſance, can find Money, Friends and Advc = 


cates, to baffle the Laws, and by increal- 


ing the Charge of Proſecutions, make the 
Laws Themſelves a Terror to Them who 
do well; It thoſe Laws which fence our 
Property, and guard our Peace, are ſo oft- 


en violated, and Diſſoluteneſs and Debauch- 


ery face the Sun, and brave both God and 


Man; Lord God of Heaven! What would 
it be if there were None who called for Ju- 


| ftice, or made the Laws be heard and felt 
by a due Execution, which is their only 


Significancy? The Devil would return upon 
Us with Seven Spirits worſe than the former; 


and the latter End be worſe with us than the 


Beginning. All future Attempts for a Re- 


forming Society would be laughed out of 

Countenance, by the Example of the pre- 
ſent Defeat. And the wide Deſolation of 
an overflowing Flood, which had been a long 
Time ſwelling upon its Dam, and at 

Length had born down all before it; would 


be but a faint Reſemblance of the Tercors 

of this Deluge of Iniquity, which would come 

upon us; and which we tremble to think of, 
and find impoſſible to deſcribe. 


I would earneſtly recommend it to thoſe 


who excel in Wi dm and ee, and 
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Methods of Conduct, who are skilled in 
Hijio:y and Laws, and rhe Diſpefi:ions of the 
People, to aſſiſt the SocttTIts by their 


. Counſel and Advice. There is ſcarce à great- 


er Occaſion for the Exerciſe of all the 
Wiſdom and Knowledge which any Man 
poſleſſes, than in ſome of the Affairs of the 


Socicty ; where the Matter is often intri— 


cate in it ſelf, and ſometimes ſtudiouſly in- 
volved and perplexed; and needs the ut- 
moſt Skil! and Care, that the Courſe of 
their Management may be always Regular 
and Juſt, and the leaſt liable to Cenſute 


and Reproach The exact Knowledge of 


tlie Laus, and various Precedents in H. fe 
) may be made very ſerviceable to this 
Deſign; and Matters may be much illuſtra- 


red and enlivencd by proper Facts and Ex- 


amplcs, and by the Teſtimony and Judg- 
ment of the beſt Men in every Age. Tis 


no {mall Advantage which the Reputation 
of Learning and Wiſdom, as well as the 
Exerciſe ot it, is capable of giving; and 
the Approbation of many of the Bijhops and 


Judges in the Arcetunt of the Soctt ris ; and 
the many Excellent Sh•m us from ſome of 


the Clergy, the moſt Eminent for Piety and 
Lea), as well as Character and Dignity in 
the Church, have given a conſiderable Cre- 
dit and Strength to Them. And the uni. 
ted Attempts of the Diſſeating Miniſters and 
Gentlemen, with thoſe of thi: Eftabliſh'd Church, 
ic muſt be allowed, have been very ſervice- 
able. Now it Thoſe who have the greateſt 
Attainments in Knowledge, and Experi- 

| ” | . CENCE 
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ence in the Laws of the Land, and Affairs 
of the World, and who have often Leiſure 
and Opportunity, would heartily concur 
in attending the Service, directing the Me- 
thods of Procedure, vindicating the Cauſe, 
and juſtifying the Conduct of the Socix Tits; 
it would no doubt be a noble Addition to 
their preſent Glory, and not at all below 
the Higheſt Character, either of Wiſdom or 
maT: 2 
lf Men of any Figure and Reputation in 
the World, who have Weight and Influence, 
in the Places where they live, and Whom 
all about Them are ready to follow, and 
proud to conform Themſcives to, were but 
known Favourers of the Reforming Socie- 
ties, They might render them much more 
Conſiderable and Succeſsful than They are 
J) gs 
And there is one Way of aſſiſting them, 
which I would earneſtly beg of All who are 
lookd at as Examples by Others; and 1 
doubt not but every Member of the So- 
leres would pladly ſet his Hand ta 
the Requeſt, viz. © That by their own Nr- 
* tuous Behaviour, they would endeavour to 
correct the Vices and Diſorders of Others. 
If Men of Note were more careful of their 
own Conduct, and Regular and Exemplary in 
their Lives, it would go a great way ta 
bear down the Looſcneſs and Corruption of 
the Age, and fave the Societies the Labour 
of Reformation, and prevent them in ſome 
of the difficult Parts of their Undertaking. 


Tis 


14 J. AbpRES8 70 
Tis not ſufficiently conſidered, of what 


Conſe quence the Example of the Gentry 


and better ſort of People is, in every Neigh- 


bourhood, to Multitudes round about them: 
How many they might influence and lead 
in the Paths of Virtue by the Power of 


their Example; what a Credit they might 
give Religion by their Practice of it; and 


what an Awe and Reſtraint they might 
lay upon licentious Wickedneſs. And what 
have They to anſwer for, who by their 
lewd Lives and Irregularities corrupt a 
whole Neighbourhood, keep Vice in Coun- 


tenance, and are the Ornaments and Sup- 


ports of the Devil's Kingdom in the World? 
Such Men do more to debauch the World, 
than a whole Society is able to retrieve; 
and at the ſame time They make the great- 
eſt Occaſon for Them, They become the 
greateſt Olſtruction to the ir Succeſs. 
They who can do no more, might at leaſt 
be Uſeful in aſſiſting Others by their Time 
and Pains; Acting under Thoſe who are 
Principal in the Societies, and putting 
Execution the Meaſures concerted. And 
tho' I would have none engage in a Matter 
of this Nature, to the Neglect of their Fa- 
milie and their Buſineſs; for that would 
bring a Reflection upon the Reformation, 
and be a Diſorder fit to be reformed ; yet 
there are Many Perſons who are not able 
to do much perhaps to direct, or ſupport, 
who might ſpend ſome Hours now and then 


in this Service, without any Prejudice to 


their ows Affairs, and to the great Benefit of 


tho 
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the Socitr1ts. Many Hands employed 
in the ſeveral Parts of the Work, would 
- mightily animate and encourage all that are 
concerned ; and at the ſame time would 
leſſen the Charge, and make the greater 
Diſpatch. And can you be engaged in 
nobler Buſineſs, more pleaſing to God, be- 
neficial to your Country, or delightful to 
your ſelves, if you have ever felt the Power 
of true Love to God, or Beneficence to 
Mankind? Might not many leiſure Hours, 
ſauntered away in uſeleſs Viſits and idle 
Chat, in haunting Coffee-Houſes and en- 


quiring News, be more profitably redeem- 


ed for ſuch a Purpoſe ? Are there None 
of the Friends of Virtue and Religion a- 
mong the lower Orders of Men, who can 
boaſt of as true a Zeal, and fincere Intenti- 
on, as any of more exalted Stations, and 
greater Advantages? 5 


You cannot ſay You are Unconcerned ; for 


tis the Buſineſs of every good Chriſtian, of 
every good Man, of every good Citizen, to 
do what is in his Power, to prevent the 
Diſſolution of Manners, and the Ruin of 
Virtue, and his Fellow Citizens. And is it 
not in your Power to be of ſome Service in 
this Caſe? Can't you come upon Office- 
when YVegally called ro Them; and when 
you are in Them, aſſiſt the Societies to 


+ vour utmoſt > Don't decline the honourable 


Service, tho' Difficulty and Hazard may 
ſometimes attend it, under the Call of Pro- 
vidence, and in the Way of your Duty; 
but know, if you are acted by right * 
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_ tho' in the lower Scrvices of publick 


eformation, you are bearing a Part in the 
nobleſt Deſign, and will ſhare in the glori- 


ous Recompence of Reward. 


Again, can't you lend your Help ſome- 


times towards the ſuppreſſing of Vice, by 


aſſiſting to take ap and to convitt Offenders ? 


Perhaps you will ſiy, That to turn Informers, 
is to expoſe your ſelves to ſo much Hatred 
and Contempt, and may bring ſo many 
Loſſes or Inconveniencies upon you, that 


you are not for being concerned in this 


Way. To which it may be rey/red, That a 
great part of the Reproach caſt upon Infor- 
mers of Vice, is a real Glory; and the Loſ- 
ſes ſuſtain d one way, may be abundantly 
— . — Gen EE 
An Informer was indeed juſtly hated and 
ſpoken againſt, when it was the Buſineſs of 
uch to break up Religious Aſſemblies, and to 
| hale Men and Women before the Mag:- 
ſirate, for no other Crime but worſhipping 
God according to their Conſciences. For my 
part, I am not for Peoples going to inform 


even againſt the preſent Nonjurors, merely 


on account of their ſeparate Jor/hip. To get 
Poſſeſſion of Mens Goods, or to extort 
| large Fine, from them, as ſome Informers 
were wont to do, merely for Differences in 
Religion, is a Scandal to me, on all Hands. 
But to break up Houſes of Lewdneſs; and 
to bring common Swearers and Curſers, and 
Profaners of the Lord's-Day, to ſuch Puniſh- 
ment as the Law appoints, in order to their 


Reformation and Amendment ; this ſurely, in- 


ſtead 
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cad of bringinos Reproach, muſt procure 
Veneration. Ip the Opinic ., of the w. cx 
and better Part of the World i wii certain- 
ly do ſo: And that ſecret Teirin.ony ->hich 
you have on your ſice, even in the breaſts. 
of Offenders themſelves, will make forme of 
them reverence you. And as ror thoſe ho 
become profligate and hardened in tneir 
Impieties, one would rather glory in their 
Reproaches than in their Applauſes _ 
1 am ſenſible indeed, that of late Years 

the Inſormers and Proſecutors of Immoralities, 
have been generally ſpoken againſt ; and 

by ſome of the Better Part of the World 
too. The Detecting of an Immorality (as 
1 am inform'd) in One that a certain Lord 
Chief Juſtice had a Reſpect for, made him 
an Enemy to the Agents for the Reformers 
ever after. And the Courts of Judicature 
took a Turn againit them by his means, 
which for ſome time proved an unſpeak- 
able Diſad vantage to them. It has o 
been often publiſh'd to the World, that 
Conſtebles and Otis, who never were 
© concern'd in the Soci ETI Es, have taken 
« Bribes of Lewd Perſo s; and have been 
© ouiity of zadiſcreet, a; 4 ſometimes of 
* wicked Practice, e Scandal of whole 
Miſdemcanours is turown the Door of 
© the [yformer.” But wic i agu through par- 
ticular Pique, or Falſuood, are thus a- 
ſpers d; one wou! never decline appear- 
ing in a goed Cauſe for che fake oi ſuch A- 
ſperſions. . 


| © EE Beſides; 
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B.fdes, there are ſeveral forts of Tuſur- 
mers, that may help to bring this Name in- 
to Contempt at preſent, who act quite in 
another Sphere to that of the So IET IIS 
for Reformation. I am told there are Thoſe 


whole Puſinſs it is to inform of Hawker, 
Pedlers, Runners of Goods, and the like Offen- 


ders againſt the Laws of the Land; and 


there are others that inform againſt Bakers, 


Pidiuallers, and other Traders, who ſell un- 


der 13+ig4t and Meaſure, Upon what Prin- 
ciple tneſe People act, whether ont of Re. 


gard to the Law or their own — ; and 


what Opinion is to be form'd of lem, I 
ſhall not here go about to determine. | 


Bat the Members of the SociETIEsõ for 


| Reformation, who inform againſt thoſe ch. 
ing Sins which it is their Concern to ſuppreſs, 
arc known to act upon the beſt of Prin- 


ciples, and with the moſt diſintereſted Views, 
If any of their Ageuts have not ſhewn a 


conſummate Prudence, or been able in all 
tungs to act as one would wiſh; why, this 
' methinks ſhould provoke ſome others co be 
alive: And inſtead of deſerting the Work, 
to take it out of ſuch as they eſieem weak 
Hands, and do all they can to promote it 
more cſtectually, and recommend it to che 
World. 

Upon the whole of what I have offered | 
concerning this Matter, I hope that none 
will be dilcouraged by that Artifice of the 
Fnemies of the kKcetorination, a repreſenting 

THe Actors in it under the odious Characte 


ot I jurmers: As it they were acting a Par. 


tial 
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rial and Mercenary Part, buſily intermed— 
adling with Others Affairs, and ncedleſsly 
diſturbing their Neighbour's Repoſe. There 
is great Ambiguity and Deceit, as J have 
ſne wn, in the uſe of the Word Informer. There 
is a Senſe of it the moſt hateful and avhor- 
red; When looſe and profane Pcop'e, of- 
tentimes the loweſt, as well as the vileſt of 
Men, from Greedincſs of Hire, and Ha- 

tred of Goodneſs, are employed to hnut 
out the Mectings of Religious People tor. 
the Worſhip of God, and diſturb Them in 
their Way to Heaven; wreakivg their Ma- 
lice, and making their Fortunes, by the 
Proſecutions and Ruins of innocent People, 
who were deſigning their own Good, and 
doing no [njuiy to any Other: There is an 
Infamy reſts upon the Characters of thoſe 
Informers, who executed mwirighteons Laws 
under the Influence of PD Councils; 
Laws that were voted injurious by Parlia- 
ments then in Being, and abrogated by the 

wiſcr Princes and Parliaments ever fincc. 
But now when Good and Viitnous Men, 
out of Zeal to Go, and Compaſſion to 
Men, endeavour to reſcue the Enſnared 
from Courſes of deſtructive Wickedneſs; ta 
execute just and righteous Laws, and pre- 
vent the Judgment of GoD upon the Pub- 
lick; the Idea of Infor mer is entirely virot 
cd. The Odium quite vaniſhes. Tis a lau- 
dable and uſeſul Zeal, to prevent Pecſonal 
and Publick Miſchict, and promote the In- 
terelt and Welfare of the Whole Com mu- 


Alty.. LS . : 
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"Tis certain, that merely to i. form Again 


Any is no ill Thing: for every Loyal Subject, 


from the greateſi Peer of the Land, to the 
meanecſt Peaſant, who has taken the Oath 


of Allegiance, is obliged to inform againſt 
Treaſons and Deſigns of Miſchief to the Sc. 
ver-<ign and the Government; and tis Mi. 
' priſon ot Treaſon, to conceal or cover 2 


known Deſign cf it in Any. And will not 
an Upright Coacern for the Glory of Gov, 


and the General Good, juſtify an cqual Re- 


gard, and oblige every One who ſtands 


uſted under the Banner of Chriſt, and en- 
geged in the Chriſtian IWarfare, to detect 
and puniſh open Enemies to the Sovereign 
of the World, and the Societies to which 


They belong? Nor is it the Ruin or Hurt 


of ny which is intended: But the Shame 
and g uniſbmend of open Wickedneſs, is in 
order to reclaim men, and ſo to prevent Their 
Oun Ruin and Others Hurt. Our Reformers 
| ſtand ready to embrace Them upon their 
Return. And, as many have been reco- 
vercd from Sourſes of Wickedneſs by the 
Socicty's Endeavours ; fo, ſome have join- 
ed with them, like the Apoſtle Paul, in 
ſupporting a cſign which once they de- 
ſtroycd. The, ce their Recovery to the 
Reforming Socictics, and Pay their Ac- 
knowled;.ments in cheerful Service toward 
the Reco\ cry of Others. = 
And now let me ask what in all the 
World can be looked upon as a Greater, ot 
more Univerſal Concern? To ſee, that Gov 
be not deſpiſed and eee by his own 
| Cree 
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Creatures, and in his own World: That 
Societies be not thrown into Confuſion, or 
Disbanded, by the entire Failure of Virtue 
and Honcſty from among us: That Cities 
be not overthrown by the Impieties and 
Iniquities which abound in Them: That 
the Publick Morſbip do not come to be blaſ- 
phemed and abuſed, or totally neglected, 
or vainly and to no Purpoſe attended up- 
on: That Families be not corrupted and 
broken to Pieces by the growing Diſorders 
of vicious Members ; and that they who 
are above private Corrections and Re- 
proots, or have found out Methods to 
_ eſcape, and get out of the Way of them, 
may not go on to debauch add ruin others 
without Puniſhment and Reſtraint: That 
Men may not be left to the Natural Effect 
and Conſequence of prevailing Vices; to 
grow Inſolent in their Tempers, and throw 
Contempt upon every Thing that is regu- 


lar and orderly ; deſpiſing Governments and 


Magiſtrates, and the Miniſters of Religion, 
and All who have any Sobriety among their 
Neighbours. Such Confiderations are great 


enough, one would think, to rowſe the 


Concern of every Man, who either loves 
his Country, his Family, his Friends and Re- 
go YT IT'S 
And this is a Cancern as Univerſal as it 
Is Great ; and extends to all Ranks and Or- 
ders of Men, who upon peculiar Accounts, 
are deeply intereſted, and obliged, to do 
ell chey can for the Reſtraining of Vice, 
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and encouragement of Virtue. Every Man 


who has a Family of his own, ſhould beſtir 
himſelf to prevent the Corruption of his 


Children, and Scrvants. And I don't ſee 


how any Man can anſwer it to himſelf to 
negle& that wh ch might either ſave the 
Publick, or any private and particular Per. 


{on, when there are Societies erected for 


this very Purpoſc, and every Man may be 


ſome Way or other ſerviceable to Them, 
and aſſiſted by Them. 
Who that has any Reverence for God 


and Rcligion, any Love to Virtue, ot 
Good Will to Mankind, can look uncon - 
cerned, while Profaueneſs and Debauchery 

bid Defiance to Laws, and ſpread uncon- 
tropled? Was it not a noble Attempt in 
Thoſe who firit endeavoured to ſtem the 
Tide, and oppoſe the Increaſe of Wicked- 
neſs, by helping forward the Execution of 
_ wholſome Laws? And is it not a brave 
Spirit which has carried them rhro' it, at 

no little Expence to Themſelves, and a 


gainſt much Oppoſition from the united 


Forces of Thoſe They would endeavour to 
reform? This has been their Caſe, whilſt 


too Many who would paſs for the Friends 


of Virtue, have ſatisfied Themſelves with - 
Hihing Them Good Succeſs ; but have guy. 

en no Countenance to their Proceedings, 
nor contributed any Thing to their Help. 
What ſhould be the Original of this In- 

difference? Are Men afraid to appear on 
0 the Side ot Victue and Fiety, or . d 
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tn own that they arc among their Friends? 
Or do they think it an unneceſſary Inter- 
meddling in Affairs which don't belong to 

them? They would not have the ſame Ap- 
prchenſions if a Fire were kindled in their 
' Neighbourhood, or a Peſtilential Diſtemper 
ſpreading around them. They would think 


* "Themſelves concerned to do all in their 


Power to ſtop the Progreſs. And ſhall 

fpreading Debauchery make daily Waſte 
of the ſmall Remains of Virtue among Us, 

and from Time to Time fill up the Mea- 

ſure of our Sins, and will any Good Man 

think it Unneceſſary, or Officious, to help 
to prevent the deadly Miſchief? Is it not 
every Man's Concern in his Place to pro- 
' mote the Intereſt, and prevent the Ruin of 
| Virtue? 1s not prevailing Wickedneſs per- 
nicious to all Communities, and the rui- 
nous Effects obvious to every Eye? Do's 
it not make Children Diſſolute and Rebel- 
lious; Servants, Negligent and Injurious; 
Magiſtrates, Indolent or Oppreſſive; Tra- 
ders Remiſs or Laviſh ; and all Ranks of 
Men, Slaves to a vile Inclination, and un- 
attentive to proper Employs? And muſt 
not this tend to conſume the Spirits and 


untie the Bands of all Society? And has that 


Man any Concern for the Publick Intereſt, 
or his own, Which is involved in it, who 
can look on unmoved, and remain unen- 
gaged? %%% ne 
In] Caſes of common Danger, every Man 

+ intercſted ; and he muſt be either inſenſi- 


24 An AbDRESS o 
ble of the Danger, or have no Regard to 


the common Welfare, who has no Concern. 


But who, that can ſee and think at all, 
cannot ſee the Danger in ſuch a Caſe? And 
is that Man worthy the Name of a Citizen, 


who has no Regard to the Welfare of O. 
thers, or to prevent the Ruin of the Com- 


munity ? I hope all the Men of Virtue a- 
mong us, whether in higher or lower Sta- 
tions, will be aſhamed of a Pretence which 


carries ſo much Slighting to Virtue and 
Good Manners; and fo great a Diſregard 


to the Honour, Intereſt and Proſperity of 
the Publick. For, what!! is it none of my 


_ Concern whether my Children arc Dutiful 
and Virtuous, whether my Servants are 
Frugal and Diligent ; whether my Neigh- 
bours are Honeſt and Friendly; whether 

my Countrymen are Perſons of Sobricty and 
Integrity, or univerſally Corrupt and Diſſo- 
lute? And whether my Native Country be a 
Scene of all manner of Lewdneſs, Irregularity 
and Uproar ; d a Scene of Peace, good Or- 
der, and Sobriecy? In a Word, Is it not my 


Concern whether my Country is ruined, or 


_ preſerved ; and my Own as well as the 
Publick Ir ereſts, and Thoſe of Poſterity 
as well af the preſent Age, be loſt, or ſav d? 
Are all Mankind unconcerned at the licen- 
tious Progreſs of Vice, and not aſhamed of 
this Indifference? Or do they reckon the 


Attempt deſperate, and that the Societies 


muſt disband? The Neglect of thoſe Friends 
of Virtue and of their Country, whoſe 
Cauſe J am pleading, is what I am 
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am perſwaded gives Them the greateſt Diſ- 
couragement, and is a Mortification beyond 
the Oppoſition and Reſentment of Thoſe 
whom They would reform. 

But let any Man conſider the Rules, by 
which the Soctkrirs propoſe to Themſelves 
to act, and I apprehend no Prejudices will 
lic againſt them, amongſt the wiſe and ſo- 
ber Part of the World: It will rather 
be the Concern of every Good Man to en- 
courage and aſſiſt them. They are under 
peculiar Obligations from their own Rules, 
to act with true Humility of Heart; a difin- 
tereſted Mind; habitual Prayer; unfeigned 
Can to all Men; and Reſignation to the Di- 
wine Providence in all Events which may befal!“ 
them. And as they act upon the nobleſt 
Principles, ſo is their Spirit and Conduct 
the moſt Generous. The Deſign which 
they are purſuing, has been rendered very 
coitly by Suits and incidental Charges, as 
well as by a neceſſary ſtated Expence : And 


Fe upon the Conviction of Offenders, that 


Hui which the Law allows to the Inform- 
"ot they conſtantly remit to the Poor of the 
Pariſ), to prevent any Umbrage of ſclfiſh 
and mercenary Views. _ 5 
And can any Man make a Prerence that 5 

there is ill Deſign, or diſhonourable Acting, 
to diſcourage his ready Concurrence with 
the SocuTIEs ? Or can there be wanting a 
cacerful Zeal, in a Cauſe which includes 
the molt eminently Wiſe and Good on one 
id“, and all the loote profligate Part of 
3 — = pr” 8 
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| | the World on the other? I am not withouw 

| 1 | | Hope that God will yer put Life and Sp . 

I hy | | | mM into this glorious Uadertaking, 26 | 
i make it revive and flouriſh. However, 
38 | have the Satisfaction of contributing my 
290 | Be . 1 Endeavours, as an Author, to ſerre 
11 it: And if it finally miſcarry (which God 
9 1 forbid ) U truſt that no Share of the Blam: 


vill be laid at my Door. : 
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BOOKS Printed and Sold by Je- 
Downing, in Bartholomew-Cloſe, ncar 
Meſt Smitliſteld, relating to the Socie- 
ties for Reformation of Manners. 


N Account of the Societies for Refor- 
11 mation of Manners in Eugland and Ire- 
and, Publiſhed with the Approbation of 
a conſiderable Number of the Lords Spiri 
tual and Teinporal, and of the Honoura- 
ble Judges of both Kingdoms; and fince 
Approved by divers of the Nobility, and 
by the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, and likewiſe 
by the Commiſſioners of the French Church- 
es in England; and is now Tranſlated into 
the Latin, French and High- Dutch Langua- 
ges, for the Propagating of the glorious 
Deſign of Reformation in other Nations. The 
VV 
A Help to a National Reformation, Ger. 
Printed for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates, Mini- 
ters, and inferior Officers, and the Dire- 
ction and Encouragement of private Per- 
ſons, who, in any Part of the Kingdom, 
are engaged in the Work of Reformation. 
The Sixth Edition. 55 „ 
An Account of the Progreſs of the Re- 
formation of Manners, in England, Scot- 
land and Ireland, and other Parts of Europe 
and America. With ſome Reaſons and plain 
5 Directions for our hearty and vigorous Pro- 
 »vcution ot this glorious Work. In a Let- 
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Books Printed for, &c. 


ter to a Friend. To which is added, the ſpe: 
cial Obligations of Magiſtrates, to be diligent | 


in the Execution of the Penal-Laws againſt 


Profaneneſs and Debauchery, for effecting a 
National Reformation. X/ Edit. Quarto. 


An Eſſay upon the Execution of the Laws 
againſt Immorality and Prophaneneſs. With 


EO Preface addreſſcd to Juſtices of the Peace. F 
2d Edit. 


A Sccond Eſſay upon the Execution of 


the Laws againit Immorality and Profane- 


neis : Whercin the Caſe of giving Informa- 


tion to the Magiſtrate is conſidered, and 
Objections avainſt- it anſwered. With a 
Pretace addreſſed to the Grand-Juries, Con- 


fiabics, and Church · Wardens. Both by Join 


Diſaer, Eſq; 


An Account of the Riſe 3 progreſs of 


the Religious Societies in the City of L- 
dou, &c. nd. of their Endeavours for Re- 


formation of Manners. By Jofiah H/oodward, 


D. D. Miniſter of Poplar. The Fourth Edi- 


tion enlarged. 


An Abſtract of the Penal-Laws againſt 


e Immoraiity and Prof.neneſs. Pub · 


liſhed for the Faſe and Direction of all Of. 


7 ficers or Others, ſor the better Diſcharge af-- 1 
5 their Naty. Prue 24. | | 


An Addreſs to Grand- tee Conſtables, 


and Church-Wardens, repreſenting their 
Powers in the Suppreſſion of Vice and Pro- 

taneneſs, and the Obligation that lies upon 
them from their Qaths thereto. Price 3d. 


Ancarnelt Exhortation to Houſe· keepers, 


to fer up the Wor ihip of God in their Fa- 
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